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15 August 2018 

Session Five: How Do I Make Disciples? 

I. Evangelism in the Bible 

 

We come now to our final session. We have looked at Who a disciple is, what a disciple 

believes, what a disciple does, both generally and specifically. Tonight we look at the final 

aspect of discipleship, evangelism. We began our first session by looking at the Great 

Commission, found in Matthew 28:18-20. That is where we will begin tonight. 

 

Our duty, our privilege, our responsibility, is to go and make disciples who make disciples, 

teaching them everything found in the Scriptures. That is our duty. We are commanded to 

do it. Jesus said go. It is our privilege. Jesus said “I am with you always, to the end of the 

age.” It is our responsibility. Jesus said “to them.”  

 

A. Evangelism Defined 

 

Before we dive into the Scriptures covering different aspects of evangelism, I think it 

would behoove us to properly define evangelism. In his small book, Evangelism: How 

The Whole Church Speaks of Jesus, Mack Stiles offers this definition, “Evangelism is 

teaching the gospel with the aim to persuade.”1 Let’s break this down a bit, and I think it 

will help form a mental framework through which we can better interpret and apply the 

Scriptures. 

 

1. Teaching the Gospel 

 

We touched on this in our first session, but the Gospel is good news. It is the 

good news that, God created everything perfectly, and although you and I are 

depraved and hopelessly lost in sin, Jesus came to earth to live a perfect life, die 

a substitutionary death, and rise from the dead for our justification. By 

repenting of our sins and believing this, through the enablement of the Holy 

Spirit, we can be saved. This is the gospel. I also mentioned, and will briefly 

provide, the main ideas found in Greg Gilbert’s book, What Is The Gospel?.2 He 

emphasizes four aspects, or bones, to which we may provide the flesh and 

sinews of details. They are God, man, Christ, and response. 

 

2. With the Aim to Persuade 

 

Our goal is to make disciples. We seek to present the gospel and see people 

repent from their sins and believe this wonderful news of God’s glorious 

salvation. When we share the Gospel, then, we have an ulterior motive. We are 

                                                           
1 J. Mack Stiles, Evangelism: How The Whole Church Speaks of Jesus (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2014), 26. 
2 Greg Gilbert, What Is The Gospel? (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2010), 32-35. 
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not simply conveying the facts that God created everything, that man through 

disobedience doomed the entire race, which Jesus came to earth and died and 

rose again. The mere communication of facts is simply educational. We seek to 

see transformation through the life-giving Spirit of God. We aim to persuade. 

This will be seen in much greater detail as we work through the Scriptures.  

 

B. Evangelism Discussed 

 

Evangelism is the heart of the Scriptures. In fact, the theme of the Scriptures is 

Redemption. It led one group of theologians to write, “The whole Bible, both Old and 

New Testaments, is a missionary book, the revelation of God’s purpose and action in 

mission in human history.”3 They go on to write, “On this basis we can say with 

confidence that ‘the central theme of the Old Testament is the revelation of the 

redemptive activity of God in and through the Son, Israel’ (Knight 1959:9).”4 

 

We see the theme of redemption woven throughout the Testaments. However, due to 

time constraints we must limit our discussion of this to a brief overview. 

 

1. God created humanity knowing they would fall with a plan to redeem them 

from eternity past- Matthew 25:34; Ephesians 1:4; Revelation 13:8 (positive); 

17:8 (negative) 

 

2. God choose Abraham to bear the Seed that would be a blessing to all nations- 

Genesis 12:1-3 

 

3. God choose to work with the people of Israel to be a “light to the Gentiles”- (OT) 

 

4. God provides the Messiah to Israel- the Gospels 

 

5. God breaks Israel off the tree and grafts the Gentiles in- Romans 11:11-12 

 

6. God works through the Church to spread the Gospel- Acts, the Epistles  

 

7. God will bring all the elect into redemption, judges the wicked and glorifies the 

saved, all for his own glory- Ephesians 1:4; 1 John 3:2; Revelation 7:1-17; 20:11-

15 

 

II. Evangelism Basics 

 

Our evangelism must be informed by doctrine, otherwise a variety of methods and views 

                                                           
3 Arthur F. Glasser, et. al, Announcing The Kingdom: The Story of God’s Mission in the Bible (Grand 
Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2003), 17. 
4 Glasser, Announcing The Kingdom, 17; George Angus Fulton Knight, A Christian Theology of the Old 
Testament (London, EN: SCM, 1959), 9. 
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will cloud of views and prevent us from conducting evangelism according to the Scriptures. 

As Robert Coleman writes, “Merely because we are busy, or even skilled, at doing something 

does not necessarily mean that we are getting anything accomplished.”5 Likewise, Will 

Metzger warns, “In the new evangelism, doctrinal content is slighted, and the emphasis falls 

on methods of selling the gospel to people. Often this takes the form of recommending that 

a non-Christian’s conversion experience should parallel that of the evangelizer.”6 As we 

mentioned in our previous sessions, doctrine informs our life, which includes evangelism. 

Here are the doctrinal basics for evangelism: 

 

A. Doctrinal Implications for Evangelism 

 

1. Holiness of God- Isaiah 6:3 

 

The Scriptures attest to the glorious holiness of God. I love how Stephen 

Charnock describes it, “Holiness is a glorious perfection belonging to the nature 

of God, hence he is in Scripture styles often the Holy One, the Holy One of 

Jacob, the Holy One of Israel, and oftener entitled Holy than Almighty, and set 

forth by this part of his dignity than any other; you never find it expressed, his 

might name or his wise name, but his great name, and most of all his holy 

name.”7 The holiness of God must be the starting point from which all of our 

evangelism stems. God is holy and must punish sin. God is holy and cannot be 

satisfied by anything man can offer, even if he were willing.  

 

2. The Sinfulness of Man- Romans 3:10-18 

 

We have read this passage before, but let us be reminded that we are 

completely and innately sinful beings. We are, as Ephesians tells us, children of 

wrath by nature (Ephesians 2:4). Metzger elaborates, “Self-centered humans, 

although having enough knowledge of God to render us inexcusable (Rom. 1:19-

21), suppress this truth by their wickedness (Rom. 1:18), which leads to futile 

thinking and foolish, darkened hearts. Therefore God gives them over to the 

sinful desires of their hearts (Rom. 1:24).”8 Man, then, has neither the will nor 

the desire to repent of his sin and turn to God in saving faith. This is such an 

important doctrine to our understanding of evangelism. 

 

3. The Necessity of the Gospel- 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 

 

                                                           
5 Robert E. Coleman, The Master Plan of Evangelism, 2nd Edition (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Publishing, 
1993), 13. 
6 Will Metzger, Tell The Truth: The Whole Gospel Wholly By Grace Communicated Truthfully & Lovingly 
4th Edition (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2012), 91. 
7 Stephen Charnock, The Works of Stephen Charnock Volume Two (Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth Trust, 
2010), 190. 
8 Metzger, Tell The Truth, 167-168. 
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If we are not sharing the gospel, what in the world are we doing? Mack Stiles 

states the obvious, “We don’t teach math or biology. We teach the gospel. It’s 

important to teach the gospel well because there is much confusion about it 

around the world.”9 Greg Gilbert writes in his introduction, “What is the gospel 

of Jesus Christ? You’d think that would be an easy question to answer, 

especially for Christians. In fact, you’d think that writing a book like this—one 

asking Christians to think carefully about the question, What is the gospel of 

Jesus?—would be completely unnecessary. It’s like asking carpenters to sit 

around and ponder the question, What is a hammer? After all, the gospel of 

Jesus Christ stands at the very center of Christianity, and we Christians claim to 

be about the gospel above all else.”10 A glance through the book of Acts will 

yield ample evidence of the importance of the Gospel for the establishment and 

growth of the Church.  

 

B. Doctrinal Fortifications for Evangelism 

 

1. Because God is holy and we are sinful, we depend wholly upon God for 

salvation. 

 

The Scriptures teach that man cannot and will not turn to God in repentance 

and faith (Romans 3:10-18; Ephesians 2:1-3). Thus, we are hopeless were it not 

for the intervention of God we would all end up in hell forever and ever. 

Metzger raises our hearts in adoration when he writes, “Wonder at his 

willingness to run toward and embrace those who once hated him. Worship him 

for who he is in and of himself, not just for what he does and how we benefit.”11 

Our evangelism must be conducted with this truth in mind, lest we become 

discouraged because we did not communicate clearly or winsomely enough, lest 

we become discouraged because our methods do not work. 

 

2. Because we are sinful, our methods must be conducted according to the 

Scriptures. 

 

The apostles and believers spread the Gospel. They certainly used different 

methods, as we will briefly discuss with our concluding moments. However, the 

main objective was spreading the Gospel. This is the means by which God 

converts sinners. Romans 10:13-17 touches on this very truth.  

 

There is a lot more that could be said at this point, but for now we will limit our 

discussion to these aspects. Let us move on, then, to our discussion of 

evangelism practiced.  

 

                                                           
9 Stiles, Evangelism, 31. 
10 Gilbert, What Is The Gospel?, 15. 
11 Metzger, Tell The Truth, 171. 
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III. Evangelism Practiced   

 

We have established what evangelism is, both by definition and by doctrine. Now we are 

going to spend the remainder of our time looking at how to evangelize.  

 

A. Begin by mastering the gospel 

 

Our first and major task as Christians is to know what we believe. We must immerse 

ourselves in the sweet, beautiful, soul-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ. There are so 

many ways to do this. 

 

1. You can read the Gospels and the book of Acts.  

 

These wonderful books are filled with the accounts of Jesus’s life and ministry. 

They are also efforts of the first believers. Read the Bible, meditate on what was 

communicated, how it was communicated. Make notes of the people involved, 

the setting, and the timing.  

 

2. Secondly, read books about the Gospel.  

 

All of you have received a book on the Gospel. Read it! Mark it up, devour it. 

Buy more books! Look at the recommended resources and purchase them. Do 

whatever you must to understand the Gospel. 

 

3. Articulate it in your own words. 

 

One of the best ways in which we can further our understanding of any given 

topic is to be able to describe it in our own words. Spend time developing your 

own summary of the gospel. Write out your own view of the gospel, and then 

evaluate this after you have read through the Gospels and Acts and perhaps 

even after you read What Is The Gospel?. Fix issues you may have blundered, 

add what is missing, and delete what is wrong.  

 

B. Share the Gospel 

 

After you begin to master the Gospel, share it! This seems like a no brainer, but it is not. 

It is simply the truth of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus. One who follows Jesus 

shares Jesus. Obviously, we are going to say more about this particularly. However, this 

is the main object in what disciples do with the message of grace. 

 

1. Important Reminders of the task: 

 

1) Humans are simply instruments, God gives growth- Acts 13:48; 1 

Corinthians 3:6-9; 2 Timothy 2:22-25 
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We are called to preach the Gospel, Mark 16:15; Matthew 28:19-20. 

However, as Paul mentions in 1 Corinthians, we are sometimes planters 

and sometimes waterers. Paul is stating that God uses us differently at 

different times. You may be planting a seed by sharing the gospel, while 

another person may water. Someone else may yield the fruit. Whatever 

our part in it, God gives the growth. This firmly sets God’s sovereign will 

at the forefront of any evangelistic efforts. I love how J. I. Packer 

phrases this thought, “Our evangelistic work is the instrument that he 

uses for this purpose, but the power that saves is not in the instrument: 

it is in the hand of the One who uses the instrument.”12 

 

2) There are different recipients- Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

We must keep in mind that there are different “soils” when sharing the 

gospel. This parable is so instructive, and if we had the time we would 

look into it with further detail. However, it is important that people 

respond to the gospel different, dependent on the condition of the 

“soil.” Paul encountered many who were open to the gospel and those 

who were vehemently opposed to it. Just remember that you are not 

responsible for the condition of the soil, only the delivering of the 

message. 

 

2. Learn from others- 1 Corinthians 4:16; 11:1 

 

Paul encourages the Corinthian Christians to imitate him. This was not an 

arrogant statement, as if Paul claimed to have reached a spiritual state beyond 

that of normal Christians. It was a fact that he followed God, imperfectly yes, 

but followed nonetheless. This idea holds true to evangelism. Ask someone you 

know shares the Gospel to help you by letting you observe. 

 

This also brings up the point that we should strive to be an individual for 

someone to follow. You should seek to refine your ability to communicate the 

Gospel to a variety of people. You should also look to help people learn to 

communicate the Gospel better. That is the whole picture of a disciple, one who 

helps others follow Jesus (see Ephesians 4:11-16). 

 

3. Be intentional- Luke 4:16; John 18:20; and Acts 17:1-3 

 

When sharing the gospel, we must be intentional. We must remember that 

whenever we connect with someone who is not a Christian our duty, privilege, 

and obligation is to share the gospel.  

                                                           
12 J. I. Packer, Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2008), 32. 
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I like how Metzger breaks down our relationships with others: 

 

1) “Long-term intimate: family, close friends, roommate” 

2) “Long-term acquaintance: some relatives, neighbors, peers, people at 

school or work” 

3) “Short-term intimate: friends, business associates, classmates” 

4) “Short-term acquaintance: people met in passing in a store, on a bus, at 

the beach”13 

 

Looking at this list should generate some people in your life to whom 

you can witness. Mack Stiles warns us, “We must deliver the message 

regardless of the discomfort produced, effort required, and shame 

endured. Ambassadors exist to deliver messages.”14 

 

4. Learn to weave the gospel into conversations 

 

This one takes more time to develop and refine, and honestly it is one that 

requires practices. Again, Metzger offers some helpful insights into this, “Most o 

us tend to talk only about safe, neutral, common things—the weather, food 

prices and so on.” He again adds, “Perhaps a few go right to the heart of a 

person—their most personal thoughts—with almost no introduction. They ask, 

‘Are you saved?’ Many well-meaning people have used a hit-and-run approach 

to evangelism.” His final comment is, “A better conversation model is to begin 

with common interests and seek to move deeper into values, attitudes and 

beliefs.”15  

 

We need to follow Jesus’ pattern of working with the knowledge, beliefs, and 

stages of the individual and then weave the gospel into it. I love the way Jesus 

does this in John chapter 4. I encourage you to go and spend time in that 

chapter. Watch how Jesus keeps the main thing the main thing. It will be well 

worth your time.  

 

5. Closing Remarks 

 

Pray earnestly that God would make the gospel an essential part of your life and 

thought. 

 

Pray that God would lead you to speak to people about Jesus. 

 

Take opportunities to share the Gospel with others. 

                                                           
13 Metzger, Tell The Truth, 213. 
14 Stiles, Evangelism, 101. 
15 Metzger, Tell The Truth, 216. 
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Discipline yourself to the godly task of learning how to evangelize. 

 

Leave the results in God’s hands. 


